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WHO WILL WIN THE BATTLE?

There has been an on-going battle between the 
citizen-activists and the cell phone operators asso-
ciation, with the authorities necessarily jumping 
into the fray. Do the radiation levels from cell 
phone towers pose a health hazard? What should 
safe radiation levels be? Should the Centre or the 
State government lay down the policy? Or should 
the BMC? What does scientific research say?
Prakash Munshi is today almost a one-man army 
fighting for safe norms. He and Juhi Chawla have 
pioneered the movement and NSRCForum is 
associated and supportive. The Forum was fortu-
nate in Mr Munshi accepting our invitation to 
inform and educate residents of our area on where 
things stand today and what to watch out for.  On 
Sunday December 1, Mr Munshi made an in-depth 
presentation. If you were not present, you missed 
an opportunity to understand this complex battle on 
radiation levels and the potential hazards to your 
health
Remember the films of the 40’s and 50’s when 
everyone smoked? Today, we have statutory warn-
ings flashed across cinema and TV screens that 
smoking is injurious and can cause cancer. During 
the past few decades, much research has flowed 
under the bridge and we are wiser today, when even 
‘secondary smoke’ is considered dangerous. 
Should we wait that long? Mr Milind Deora, our 
MP and Minister of State for Communication and 
Information Technology bluntly stated: “We 
wouldn’t want that 25 years down the line, we have 
an entire population of children, young adults, the 

old suffering from various health effects due to our 
negligence, our inaction, our ignorance”.
The arguments for and against cell towers and the 
radiation levels are likely to last longer; readers are 
urged to take note of some of the key points made by 
Mr Munshi.

• The Central government has recognized the 
potential health hazard by issuing guidelines  sub-
stantially 
reducing the prevailing norms. If there is no real 
threat to public health, why would the government 
declare norms at just 10% of those prevailing? The 
guidelines from the Central Government is an 
acknowledgement. 
• Are the new norms adequate? Mr Munshi 
showed that many countries have even lower norms. 
(PE: But these are mostly less densely populated 
countries and with lesser number of cell 
users. Perhaps comparisons need to be evaluated 
against densely populated cell user cities like Tokyo, 
New York, Singapore and London?)
• Mr Munshi referred to the important ‘Precau-
tionary Principle’ being used in Europe. “If an action 
or policy has a suspected risk of causing harm to the 
public… the burden of proof that it is not harmful 

Prakash Munshi - crusader for Mumbaikars

According to the BMC’s audited figures, Mumbai 
has 4776 towers (and who knows how many 
antenna!) of which 3628 towers are illegal / 

unauthorized – that is over 70%!!
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falls on those taking an action”. 
• Government has reduced the norms to 10% of 
those that prevailed. But the radiation levels are 
already just below these new norms! How did 
government arrive at these new norms? What data 
or research guided it? (PE:: To begin this whole 
process, government has drastically revised 
downwards the norms using as guidance both the 
higher and the lower levels prevailing internation-
ally. The Centre  is now readying its own inde-
pendent research so that facts become the basis of 
future actions and legislation) 
• Towers themselves are only the structures. It 
is the antenna that emit radiation. Citizens should 
therefore watch out for the direction in which 
these mono-directional antennas are facing, for 
that is the dangerous area. The more the antenna, 
the greater the risk to health.
• Distance also plays a crucial role in assessing 
the health risk. Mr Munshi gave an example worth 
noting.

No. of antenna facing  Building’s safe distance
in same direction from antenna at same   
 height

1 20 metres
2 35 metres
4 45 metres
6 55 metres

• That radiation from use of cell phones and 
towers needs better control is evidenced from the 
fact that most nations – even World Health Organi-
sation - are grappling with the problem. And the 
more the organizations, the more the research 
studies. Which to believe? Because ‘funded 
research’ is a genuine worry, as evidenced by the 
history of cigarette smoking hazards. So the 
Government-funded-and-controlled study should 
be some reassurance.
Where are we today? Mr Munshi acknowledged 
that Mr Deora, MP, has kept his promise and the 
Centre has issued guidelines. However, since this 
is a State subject, the law has to be made by the 
State Government. It had asked BMC to draft the 
rules and these were, according to Mr Munshi, 
acceptable enough as a first step. But this draft 
was set aside and the State Government is now 
proposing a law for the entire State. Good? No, 
because population density and number of cell 

phone users dictate the number of towers 
and antennas. Surely the health hazard 
problem is greater in Mumbai than say  
Latur or Nasik or Ichhalkaranji?!
Citizens need to be pro-active in moni-
toring towers and antennas and distance 
from buildings in their own immediate 
areas. And Mr Munshi has offered guid-
ance to citizens who then will want to 
know what steps, what action to take.
IMPORTANT!
WHICH IS RIGHT? WHICH IS WRONG?

 • Please visit the BMC website 
www.mcgm.org.in
• Go to ‘Citizen Services’ and scroll 
down to ‘List of Mobile Towers’
This is a comprehensive list of buildings 
with mobile towers in the city, by Ward, 
where permission has been given and 
where not. The list unfortunately does 
not give the number of towers or 
antenna.
The website shows that on NSRoad there 
are towers atop Matru Ashish and 
Embassy and no permission has been 
given by BMC.
Surprisingly, under RTI the Forum had 
obtained a list that had 11 buildings –  
with a total of 18 towers! So the list is 
clearly not as complete as BMC claims.
As a foot-note, Mr Munshi asks you to 
read the literature of your cell phone. It 
clearly (well, not so clearly) advises care. 
Avoid too much time at the cell phone, 
hold it a little away from the ear, use 
speaker phone if possible. 
The Governing Council is indebted to 
Prakash Munshi for his relentless efforts, 
and for the excellent and informative 
presentation. Those who missed it, 
missed a lot.  
It should be People and Government.
But it looks like People vs Govern-
ment. And who will win this war is 
anybody’s guess.

Candy (and perhaps all the way to Haji Ali) will 
be   presented to the Urban Planning Ministry so 
that the concept can be incorporated in the New 
Development Plan under preparation for the 
whole of the city. Mr Milind Deora, our MP, 
and Mr Lodha, our MLA, have both expressed 
their support. This coastal road / marina concept 
is of course outside the scope of the BMC and 

will finally require its adoption and funding and 
execution by the State Government. It’s a long 
shot, but that’s what a vision is. So wish the 
Forum a happy and successful 2014 and make all 
these come true rapidly.
So what’s biryani got to do with Vision 2020? 
Both need time, skill and patience.

ART IN THE PARK

When NSRCForum decided to associate with 
Ms Anita Garware and Indian Heritage 
Society’s event, it did not anticipate the 
response from citizens. Mr B A Desai and 
Susibehn Shah certainly must have had a better 
anticipation, as the use of PDP was readily 
granted to the organizers.

“Art in the Park” is the kind of idea that needs 
support from all organizations as it tries to use 
open spaces in the city for local artists, espe-
cially children from schools that otherwise 
would have little or no scope to spread their 
wings.

“Art in the Park” brought to NSRoad, perfor-
mances from school children and a few grown-
ups, art and craft workshops, performances and 
 displays, and much cheer – all open to the
 public free of cost.

Nearly 3000 plus crowds came and enjoyed 
on both days – October 28 and 29 between 4 
and 9.30 pm. There were dance perfor-
mances, folk songs and bhajans by children, 
many from Municipal schools. There were 
craft workshops on bamboo painting, quill-
ing and kandil making – and these attracted 
large numbers from the children. And the 
work displayed by artists from J J School of 
Arts and Raheja School of Arts were espe-
cially exciting as the artists demonstrated 
their art forms in various mediums.

The Forum gives credit to Indian Art herit-
age Society for this initiative. “Art in the 
Park” is an event – with different activities 
and programmes – that needs to be organized 
in open spaces through the city. Yes, this Art 
was indeed rewarding.

Organiser Anita Garware joins in the fun
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EIGHT MONTHS LATER

The room was packed (like last year) and the crowd was 
less restive and agitated (than last year). Sunday morning 
on January 12, over a hundred residents of the area came 
to hear MP for South Mumbai Mr Milind Deora’s views 
and responses on 4 topics that concerned citizens of the 
area and had been shortlisted as the agenda. Mr Deora 
had invited senior executives from the Fire Department 
and Mahanagar Gas so that matters could be addressed 
on the spot wherever possible.

Susiebehn Shah, one of the organizers welcomed Mr 
Deora. Mr Mehul Zatakia, spelt out the format of the 
meeting. As the topic of radiation did not require any 
introduction particularly as Mr. Deora is the Minister in 
charge of IT & Communication, Mr. Gidwani introduced 
the topics of urgent need for a Fire Station in the area 
and the implementation of piped gas in the area.  Mr 
Rahul Kadri briefly outlined the NSRCForum’s vision 
for the coastal road from Banganga to Haji Ali. This 
suitably set the backdrop to the discussions that followed 
after Mr Deora’s brief updates of these matters.

Control of radiation from Mobile Tower and Antenna

Eight months back, at the meeting with citizens, Mr 
Deora, Minister of State for Communications and IT, had 
promised a response to safeguard the health of citizens 

from the possible ill effects of radiation. He had 
kept his word and a giant step had been taken for 
people-friendly guidelines issued from Delhi. 
Since the matter is a State subject, the guidelines 
could be only ‘advisory’. With State Government 
holding back BMC from issuing its rules – very 
much along the lines of the guidelines – the matter 
is at a stand-still. Mr Deora promised to try and 
get this matter resolved. (For a more detailed 
understanding of this subject, read “Who will win 
this war” on page 1)

A Fire Station for the area

In his introduction, Mr Gidwani had stressed the 
need for a Fire Station for Malabar Hill and also 
pointed out 2 possible spots for location of a Fire 
Station - the space between PDP and Embassy 
Apartments and a plot next to Hanging Gardens 
near the Cathedral Infant School.  Mr Deora 
invited the Dy Chief of the Fire Services to 
respond. Mr Ranghale said that there are plans to 
increase the number and capabilities of the 
‘bumba’ throughout Mumbai. And he would be 
happy to inspect both the sites suggested but 
pointed out that the Gowalia Tank station had been 

PREPARING A GOOD TASTY BIRYANI

Actually, this article is about the Forum’s Vision 
2020. Read on discover what a tasty biryani has 
to do with the Forum’s ambitious plans.
The first, and short-term, target date of end of 
2013 for setting up the buildings’ street numbers 
has been missed. Apologies!
Rahul Kadri and his young team are now 
sprinting to get these signages custom-forged and 
set up by end-Feb ’14. Once up on every 
building, the signs will not only help visitors to 
NSRoad easily locate their destination-buildings 
– more important, as Mr Kadri said, the uniform 
and distinctive design will forge a 
“neighbourhood image” that will be a first in 
Mumbai!

The second goal is more ambitious and complex. 
This relates to making pavements more 
pedestrian-friendly, especially for the senior 
citizens. Plus making bus-stops that allow buses 
an indented stop-place so that traffic flow is not 
hampered. And, best of all, the current tree-
squares which eat up nearly 4 to 6 square feet of 
 a pavement are to be replaced with cement grills

of an aesthetic design which will be at pave-
ment level and so not hinder walkers. Plus 
allow water to get through to the trees. This 
is the kind of thinking that merits replication 
in other parts of our crowded city. (If you 
were at the Forum’s AGM, you would have 
seen this in detail. Still, it’s not too late: those 
interested in the details can see Mr Kadri’s 
full presentation of Vision 2020 on the 
Forum’s NEW website – www.nsrcf.in)
In December, Mr Masurkar, Asst Commis-
sioner D Ward, and his team of engineers 
joined Mr Kadri, Mrs Mirchandani and Mr 
Farrokh Mehta of the Governing Council on 
a walk from end to end of NSRoad,  to study 
the detailed recommendations and plans of 
this exercise. Discussions, clarifications and 
decisions – all were taken virtually on the 
spot by Mr Masurkar. The Forum has been 
assured that BMC  D Ward will start work in 
the New Year and complete by end of March, 
‘14. A great way to start the New Year!

The walk-along-marina, from PDP to Breach 

Deora and citizens - always a dialogue, seldom an argument
Discussions, clarifications, decisions.

Mr. Masurkar and team with Kadri and colleagues.
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enhanced to 4 fire engines as opposed to just one 
in the past. He also referred to  their plan for 
rapid-response small vans that could reach fires 
fast and attend to fires early and promptly before 
the arrival of a full fleet of the regular ‘bumbas’. 
(PE: This idea had been developed by Capt 
Wadia, a member of the NSRCForum over a 
year back but had enjoyed a luke warm response 
from the Fire Department then). He however did 
stress that Fire Prevention is the priority and for 
that, buildings need to be properly equipped and 
residents trained. Mr Deora supported this and 
asked all present to take up this long overdue 
preventive measure. The tragedy at Mont Blanc 
in the neighbourhood highlighted this need.

The proposal for a promenade along the 
coastline

Mr Rahul Kadri, who had conceptualized this as 
part of Vision 2020 of the NSRCForum, said that 
the concept was not of a promenade alone. It 
was designed to provide open space for recrea-
tion, rain water harvesting, water recycling and 
much more. Mr Deora, who had earlier seen the 
presentation, was impressed by the concept 
which had been developed in considerable detail 
so that even tidal flows and sea-creatures would 
not be affected. He has already passed on the 
proposal to Mr M K Srivastava, Secretary of the 
Urban Development Ministry. This will now be 
taken forward by the Forum, first with Mr 
Srivastava and then the CM. Support is assured 
from Mr Deora and our MLA Mr Lodha, both of 
whom see this as a real ‘vision’ for Mumbai’s 
western coastline. (PE: Want to see the proposal 
in detail? Visit the NSRCForum’s website 
www.nasrcf.in  And also read the article on page 
6 of this issue)

Piped cooking gas from MGL

Government is committed to piped gas for 
domestic use throughout Mumbai. It is freely 
available, costs less and does away with gas 
cylinder problems of shortage etc. Mahanagar 
Gas Ltd has been laying the pipes successfully 
but a 400 metre gap remains in limbo and hence 
the use of the expression “so near and yet so 
far”. Permissions from BMC and from Traffic 
Police have held up the laying of the pipe 
between Cumballa Hill Hospital and St Stephens 
Church, from where pipes have long been laid 

right up to Rungta Lane on NSRoad. BMC clear-
ance has been received and it is to be hoped the 
Traffic Police now will also bless the project. (PE: 
This issue explains the problem in a little more 
detail on page 5). Mr Deora offered to help facili-
tate a resolution to the hold up.

Fly-Over vs Tunnel

This has long been a burning issue, especially for 
residents of Pedder Road. Mr Deora was urged to 
help citizens make in-depth presentations on the 
benefits of a tunnel from Haji Ali to Marine Drive 
over the proposed fly-over on Pedder Road. The 
latter is a short-term band-aid solution; the former 
is a visionary solution for the next 100 years. Mr 
Deora, a resident of Pedder Road, is aware of the 
pros and cons of both ideas and has offered to get a 
proper hearing from the State Government.

The meeting lasted under 2 hours but the matters 
were well discussed because of the advance plan-
ning by the organisers and home-work by Mr 
Deora. Many asked Mr Deora for a quarterly report 
as MP; Mr Deora suggested citizens go to his 
website where in fact he gives a fortnightly review 
of all his activities for all Mumbaikars. 

So, while thanking Mr Deora, Public Eye also 
thanks the organizers of this inter-active session: 
Nepean Sea Road Citizens Forum, Pedder Road 
Residents Association, Altamont Road Area Citi-
zens Committee, Carmichael Road Citizens Com-
mittee, Narayan Dabholkar Road Association, 
Babulnath Residents Association and Malabar Hill 
Citizens Forum.

The morning ended with an enjoyable brunch.

IS IT TIME FOR MUMBAI TO HAVE A CEO?

Mumbai has so many chiefs to serve it; service 
should be smooth and prompt. But experience 
shows that each chief lives on an island and com-
munication, discussion and decision-making sink 
somewhere.
The Piped Gas Story is one good example.
Natural Gas Ltd, a government body, has been 
given the go ahead to lay pipe lines through the 
city for direct supply to homes. This would have a 
number of advantages for all concerned. Citizens 
would not have to call for and wait for a replace-
ment gas cylinder. The oil companies would now 
have to stop shouting that they are losing money 
on each gas cylinder supplied. And piped gas is 
estimated to cost 20 to 30% less!
Mahanagar Gas Ltd (MGL) has already laid pipes 
in several areas in the city. In the Malabar Hill 
area, pipes have been laid all the way up to Cum-
balla Hill Hospital. They had also been laid from 
St Stephen’s Church to Bank of Baroda on 
NSRoad; and from there to Rungta Lane. 
Missing? The stretch from Cumballa Hill Hospital 
to St Stephen’s Church – a stretch about a kilom-
eter and no more.
Residents of Nepean Sea Road are constantly 
inquiring why the hold up. And the answer is that 
working between MGL, BMC and Traffic Police 
needs better ball bearings for frictionless operation 
(and an oil change?)
Two things have brought things to a stand-still. 
BMC held up its permission to dig the road to lay 
the pipes because there was some payment dispute 
between BMC (in the suburbs!) and MGL. The 
Governing Council, specifically Mrs Mirchandani, 
Chairperson, spoke, called and phoned regularly to 
help resolve the impasse. (Do citizens have to 

intercede between government departments??)
Then, permission from Traffic Police was not 
forthcoming. What happens to the traffic at 
Kemp’s Corner? A reasonable question. And 
Municipal Commissioner Mr Kunte – special guest 
at our AGM in 2013 – had pointed out that with 
modern technology for digging and pipe-laying 
work could be done at night and in short stretches 
so that traffic is not inconvenienced. (Public Eye 
wonders how permission is granted by Traffic 
Police for digging at so many roads all over the 
city?)
Meanwhile, MGL, with BMC support, has 
extended the connection from St Stephen’s Church 
to PDP/Jal Darshan with an assurance that it will 
extend the lines up to the Rungta Lane buildings 
complex.
Now, a clearance from Traffic Police alone is 
awaited. And Mr Masurkar, Asst Commissioner at 
D Ward has offered to help get this soon. If all 
goes well, work could start late January.
And then? NSRoad residents hope that the work is 
completed by end-April or it will get caught in the 
usual delay-trap of monsoons, then the festivals 
from Ganapati to Divali  -- and then it’s anybody’s 
guess!
This is one more experience that prompts the case 
for a CEO to bring departments and agencies 
together and remove road blocks. London and New 
York are good examples of success. Mr Milind 
Deora has championed this thought and we hope he 
can see it to fruition.
Public Eye, on behalf of residents of the area, must 
make special mention of the patience, and persua-
sive skills displayed in this cause by Mrs Mirchan-
dani, often supported by Mr Gidwani.

Milind Deora and the organisers
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Deora. Mr Mehul Zatakia, spelt out the format of the 
meeting. As the topic of radiation did not require any 
introduction particularly as Mr. Deora is the Minister in 
charge of IT & Communication, Mr. Gidwani introduced 
the topics of urgent need for a Fire Station in the area 
and the implementation of piped gas in the area.  Mr 
Rahul Kadri briefly outlined the NSRCForum’s vision 
for the coastal road from Banganga to Haji Ali. This 
suitably set the backdrop to the discussions that followed 
after Mr Deora’s brief updates of these matters.

Control of radiation from Mobile Tower and Antenna

Eight months back, at the meeting with citizens, Mr 
Deora, Minister of State for Communications and IT, had 
promised a response to safeguard the health of citizens 

from the possible ill effects of radiation. He had 
kept his word and a giant step had been taken for 
people-friendly guidelines issued from Delhi. 
Since the matter is a State subject, the guidelines 
could be only ‘advisory’. With State Government 
holding back BMC from issuing its rules – very 
much along the lines of the guidelines – the matter 
is at a stand-still. Mr Deora promised to try and 
get this matter resolved. (For a more detailed 
understanding of this subject, read “Who will win 
this war” on page 1)

A Fire Station for the area

In his introduction, Mr Gidwani had stressed the 
need for a Fire Station for Malabar Hill and also 
pointed out 2 possible spots for location of a Fire 
Station - the space between PDP and Embassy 
Apartments and a plot next to Hanging Gardens 
near the Cathedral Infant School.  Mr Deora 
invited the Dy Chief of the Fire Services to 
respond. Mr Ranghale said that there are plans to 
increase the number and capabilities of the 
‘bumba’ throughout Mumbai. And he would be 
happy to inspect both the sites suggested but 
pointed out that the Gowalia Tank station had been 

PREPARING A GOOD TASTY BIRYANI

Actually, this article is about the Forum’s Vision 
2020. Read on discover what a tasty biryani has 
to do with the Forum’s ambitious plans.
The first, and short-term, target date of end of 
2013 for setting up the buildings’ street numbers 
has been missed. Apologies!
Rahul Kadri and his young team are now 
sprinting to get these signages custom-forged and 
set up by end-Feb ’14. Once up on every 
building, the signs will not only help visitors to 
NSRoad easily locate their destination-buildings 
– more important, as Mr Kadri said, the uniform 
and distinctive design will forge a 
“neighbourhood image” that will be a first in 
Mumbai!

The second goal is more ambitious and complex. 
This relates to making pavements more 
pedestrian-friendly, especially for the senior 
citizens. Plus making bus-stops that allow buses 
an indented stop-place so that traffic flow is not 
hampered. And, best of all, the current tree-
squares which eat up nearly 4 to 6 square feet of 
 a pavement are to be replaced with cement grills

of an aesthetic design which will be at pave-
ment level and so not hinder walkers. Plus 
allow water to get through to the trees. This 
is the kind of thinking that merits replication 
in other parts of our crowded city. (If you 
were at the Forum’s AGM, you would have 
seen this in detail. Still, it’s not too late: those 
interested in the details can see Mr Kadri’s 
full presentation of Vision 2020 on the 
Forum’s NEW website – www.nsrcf.in)
In December, Mr Masurkar, Asst Commis-
sioner D Ward, and his team of engineers 
joined Mr Kadri, Mrs Mirchandani and Mr 
Farrokh Mehta of the Governing Council on 
a walk from end to end of NSRoad,  to study 
the detailed recommendations and plans of 
this exercise. Discussions, clarifications and 
decisions – all were taken virtually on the 
spot by Mr Masurkar. The Forum has been 
assured that BMC  D Ward will start work in 
the New Year and complete by end of March, 
‘14. A great way to start the New Year!

The walk-along-marina, from PDP to Breach 

Deora and citizens - always a dialogue, seldom an argument
Discussions, clarifications, decisions.

Mr. Masurkar and team with Kadri and colleagues.
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falls on those taking an action”. 
• Government has reduced the norms to 10% of 
those that prevailed. But the radiation levels are 
already just below these new norms! How did 
government arrive at these new norms? What data 
or research guided it? (PE:: To begin this whole 
process, government has drastically revised 
downwards the norms using as guidance both the 
higher and the lower levels prevailing internation-
ally. The Centre  is now readying its own inde-
pendent research so that facts become the basis of 
future actions and legislation) 
• Towers themselves are only the structures. It 
is the antenna that emit radiation. Citizens should 
therefore watch out for the direction in which 
these mono-directional antennas are facing, for 
that is the dangerous area. The more the antenna, 
the greater the risk to health.
• Distance also plays a crucial role in assessing 
the health risk. Mr Munshi gave an example worth 
noting.

No. of antenna facing  Building’s safe distance
in same direction from antenna at same   
 height

1 20 metres
2 35 metres
4 45 metres
6 55 metres

• That radiation from use of cell phones and 
towers needs better control is evidenced from the 
fact that most nations – even World Health Organi-
sation - are grappling with the problem. And the 
more the organizations, the more the research 
studies. Which to believe? Because ‘funded 
research’ is a genuine worry, as evidenced by the 
history of cigarette smoking hazards. So the 
Government-funded-and-controlled study should 
be some reassurance.
Where are we today? Mr Munshi acknowledged 
that Mr Deora, MP, has kept his promise and the 
Centre has issued guidelines. However, since this 
is a State subject, the law has to be made by the 
State Government. It had asked BMC to draft the 
rules and these were, according to Mr Munshi, 
acceptable enough as a first step. But this draft 
was set aside and the State Government is now 
proposing a law for the entire State. Good? No, 
because population density and number of cell 

phone users dictate the number of towers 
and antennas. Surely the health hazard 
problem is greater in Mumbai than say  
Latur or Nasik or Ichhalkaranji?!
Citizens need to be pro-active in moni-
toring towers and antennas and distance 
from buildings in their own immediate 
areas. And Mr Munshi has offered guid-
ance to citizens who then will want to 
know what steps, what action to take.
IMPORTANT!
WHICH IS RIGHT? WHICH IS WRONG?

 • Please visit the BMC website 
www.mcgm.org.in
• Go to ‘Citizen Services’ and scroll 
down to ‘List of Mobile Towers’
This is a comprehensive list of buildings 
with mobile towers in the city, by Ward, 
where permission has been given and 
where not. The list unfortunately does 
not give the number of towers or 
antenna.
The website shows that on NSRoad there 
are towers atop Matru Ashish and 
Embassy and no permission has been 
given by BMC.
Surprisingly, under RTI the Forum had 
obtained a list that had 11 buildings –  
with a total of 18 towers! So the list is 
clearly not as complete as BMC claims.
As a foot-note, Mr Munshi asks you to 
read the literature of your cell phone. It 
clearly (well, not so clearly) advises care. 
Avoid too much time at the cell phone, 
hold it a little away from the ear, use 
speaker phone if possible. 
The Governing Council is indebted to 
Prakash Munshi for his relentless efforts, 
and for the excellent and informative 
presentation. Those who missed it, 
missed a lot.  
It should be People and Government.
But it looks like People vs Govern-
ment. And who will win this war is 
anybody’s guess.

Candy (and perhaps all the way to Haji Ali) will 
be   presented to the Urban Planning Ministry so 
that the concept can be incorporated in the New 
Development Plan under preparation for the 
whole of the city. Mr Milind Deora, our MP, 
and Mr Lodha, our MLA, have both expressed 
their support. This coastal road / marina concept 
is of course outside the scope of the BMC and 

will finally require its adoption and funding and 
execution by the State Government. It’s a long 
shot, but that’s what a vision is. So wish the 
Forum a happy and successful 2014 and make all 
these come true rapidly.
So what’s biryani got to do with Vision 2020? 
Both need time, skill and patience.

ART IN THE PARK

When NSRCForum decided to associate with 
Ms Anita Garware and Indian Heritage 
Society’s event, it did not anticipate the 
response from citizens. Mr B A Desai and 
Susibehn Shah certainly must have had a better 
anticipation, as the use of PDP was readily 
granted to the organizers.

“Art in the Park” is the kind of idea that needs 
support from all organizations as it tries to use 
open spaces in the city for local artists, espe-
cially children from schools that otherwise 
would have little or no scope to spread their 
wings.

“Art in the Park” brought to NSRoad, perfor-
mances from school children and a few grown-
ups, art and craft workshops, performances and 
 displays, and much cheer – all open to the
 public free of cost.

Nearly 3000 plus crowds came and enjoyed 
on both days – October 28 and 29 between 4 
and 9.30 pm. There were dance perfor-
mances, folk songs and bhajans by children, 
many from Municipal schools. There were 
craft workshops on bamboo painting, quill-
ing and kandil making – and these attracted 
large numbers from the children. And the 
work displayed by artists from J J School of 
Arts and Raheja School of Arts were espe-
cially exciting as the artists demonstrated 
their art forms in various mediums.

The Forum gives credit to Indian Art herit-
age Society for this initiative. “Art in the 
Park” is an event – with different activities 
and programmes – that needs to be organized 
in open spaces through the city. Yes, this Art 
was indeed rewarding.

Organiser Anita Garware joins in the fun
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Preparing a tasty
biryani

WHO WILL WIN THE BATTLE?

There has been an on-going battle between the 
citizen-activists and the cell phone operators asso-
ciation, with the authorities necessarily jumping 
into the fray. Do the radiation levels from cell 
phone towers pose a health hazard? What should 
safe radiation levels be? Should the Centre or the 
State government lay down the policy? Or should 
the BMC? What does scientific research say?
Prakash Munshi is today almost a one-man army 
fighting for safe norms. He and Juhi Chawla have 
pioneered the movement and NSRCForum is 
associated and supportive. The Forum was fortu-
nate in Mr Munshi accepting our invitation to 
inform and educate residents of our area on where 
things stand today and what to watch out for.  On 
Sunday December 1, Mr Munshi made an in-depth 
presentation. If you were not present, you missed 
an opportunity to understand this complex battle on 
radiation levels and the potential hazards to your 
health
Remember the films of the 40’s and 50’s when 
everyone smoked? Today, we have statutory warn-
ings flashed across cinema and TV screens that 
smoking is injurious and can cause cancer. During 
the past few decades, much research has flowed 
under the bridge and we are wiser today, when even 
‘secondary smoke’ is considered dangerous. 
Should we wait that long? Mr Milind Deora, our 
MP and Minister of State for Communication and 
Information Technology bluntly stated: “We 
wouldn’t want that 25 years down the line, we have 
an entire population of children, young adults, the 

old suffering from various health effects due to our 
negligence, our inaction, our ignorance”.
The arguments for and against cell towers and the 
radiation levels are likely to last longer; readers are 
urged to take note of some of the key points made by 
Mr Munshi.

• The Central government has recognized the 
potential health hazard by issuing guidelines  sub-
stantially 
reducing the prevailing norms. If there is no real 
threat to public health, why would the government 
declare norms at just 10% of those prevailing? The 
guidelines from the Central Government is an 
acknowledgement. 
• Are the new norms adequate? Mr Munshi 
showed that many countries have even lower norms. 
(PE: But these are mostly less densely populated 
countries and with lesser number of cell 
users. Perhaps comparisons need to be evaluated 
against densely populated cell user cities like Tokyo, 
New York, Singapore and London?)
• Mr Munshi referred to the important ‘Precau-
tionary Principle’ being used in Europe. “If an action 
or policy has a suspected risk of causing harm to the 
public… the burden of proof that it is not harmful 

Prakash Munshi - crusader for Mumbaikars

According to the BMC’s audited figures, Mumbai 
has 4776 towers (and who knows how many 
antenna!) of which 3628 towers are illegal / 

unauthorized – that is over 70%!!
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